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TAR NEWS 
China’s Annual Conference on Rural Work discusses Tibet 

An article in the state-owned Global Times on December 25, 2017 said that a high priority item for 2018 

on the agenda of China's annual central conference on rural work, which will set the tone for next year's 

agricultural and rural development and is expected to convene in Beijing soon, is revitalising the 

countryside. It said, "poor villages along the borders of Southwest China's Tibet Autonomous Region 

with India, Nepal, Bhutan and other neighboring countries may receive more attention than usual". The 

article said "Tibet has achieved rapid economic growth over the past few years, but many people in the 

region, which is locked away among the Himalaya Mountains, are still suffering from poverty". It 

disclosed that since the 19th Party Congress concluded in October, "628 border villages in Tibet have 

gained more attention for their economic and human development. It is intended that every border 

village will have access to roads by 2020, as part of a broader effort to lift more rural areas out of 

poverty". It said "Tibet's rural poverty alleviation drive is complex and difficult, partly due to the poor 

infrastructure that has long plagued rural residents", but said the situation is changing anmd Tibet must 

seize this rare opportunity to lift rural people out of poverty. It asserted that "with expanded preferential 

policies, per capita disposable incomes in border villages are expected to double by 2020". The Global 

Times article asserted that "Tibet has seen great development and stability but confronting separatism 

remains a challenge for the region. Raising living standards for local residents is a fundamental way to 

guard against activity sabotaging China's sovereignty and territorial integrity. Tibet's rural poverty 

alleviation will help maintain stability in the border areas". It added, "Tibet occupies a key strategic 

position connecting the rest of China with India and some South Asian countries and regions along the 

route of the Belt and Road (B&R) initiative. The total length of roads in Tibet is expected to reach 

89,000 kilometers this year, up from 82,000 kilometers in 2016. More highways are likely to be built in 

the border areas next year, which will support the implementation of the B&R initiative". Regretting that 

"Tibet still lags behind some coastal regions in terms of economic reforms and opening up to the outside 

world", it said to promote the B&R initiative the situation has to be changed. Observing that Tibet "is 

greatly increasing the pace of its opening to its neighbors and driving forward the development of the 

Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar Economic Corridor" it asked China's central government to support 

these efforts".It said "there is every reason for China to put more focus on the economic development of 

Tibet's rural areas, and that is surely to happen next year." 
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China approves Education drive in Tibet 

The official Global Times on December 25, 2017 reported that China's Education Ministry plans to send 

more than 10,000 experienced teachers to the Tibet Autonomous Region (TAR) and 

the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region to improve education in the regions. It said a "group of 

exceptional teachers" will be dispatched to Tibet each year to guide and train local teachers and help 

upgrade the quality of local education. The first group of 4,000 teachers will be sent to Tibet and 

Xinjiang in the Spring of 2018 and each group will stay in the two regions for about 18 months. The 

Ministry said the teachers "will provide a firm safeguard to the social economic development and peace 

in Tibet and Xinjiang", help improve the education philosophy of local schools and foster "qualified 

constructors and successors to the cause of socialism". The plan, which will mainly focus on science 

teachers and high school teachers, will select teachers from high quality elementary and high schools in 

provinces and cities such as Beijing, Tianjin and Shandong Province. The plan guarantees proper 

financial and service support to ensure the work of teachers. 

(Comment: The General Office of the State Council released a guideline in June 2016 for boosting the 

development of education in central and western regions and stressing the improvement of efforts to set 

up secondary school classes for ethnic minority students from Tibet and Xinjiang in other regions of 

China.The guideline announced that 30,000 teachers from other areas of China will be dispatched to 

work in Tibet and Xinjiang by 2020, displacing over 90 percent of local science teachers, who will 

receive additional training.) 

TAR –Religion 

Authorities disallow festival in Larung Gar Monastery in Sichuan 

 

Radio Free Asia (RFA) reported that authorities of Sichuan province on October 29, 2017, disallowed a 

major prayer gathering called Dechen Shedrub at the Larung Gar Buddhist Academy reversing an earlier 

decision to allow the festival. This is the second year in a row that Chinese authorities have refused 

permission for the festival, which had been held 21 times in the past. Local Tibetans believe the banning 

of the event is connected to a Chinese policy spurring a broader crackdown on the promotion of Tibetan 

religion and culture,” he said. 
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Quoting sources RFA on December 14, 2017, reported that authorities in Sichuan province have further 

tightened controls at the Larung Gar Buddhist Academy, setting up checkpoints at which monks, nuns, 

and visitors must now show permits allowing them to enter. The checkpoints are installed at two points 

on the main road leading to the complex, and include magnetic security gates through which only those 

holding proper documents may pass. RFA’s source said “Residents and visitors are checked through 

each day after being closely questioned by the guards.” After being cleared through one gate, people 

seeking entry are then stopped and questioned again at a second checkpoint farther down the road. The 

new restrictions on access to Larung Gar are being applied not just to monks and nuns but also to 

laypersons, who must show I.D. cards at the checkpoints before being passed through. 

China-Buddhism and the CCP 

 On December 11, 2017, Yin Shun, a Buddhist monk and Vice President of the Buddhist Association of 

China and President of the Hainan Buddhist Association, said that "the Communist Party is the living 

Buddha of the world." He also said: "The 19 major reports are contemporary Sutra, I have copied my 

hand three times, and I am going to copy it ten times. " 

Village Cadres honoured in Lhasa  

December 11, 2017  

The TAR Party Committee held a village mobilization meeting and an award ceremony at the same time 

on December 11, 2017 in Lhasa in the presence of all the TAR leaders including TAR Party Secretary 

Wu Yingjie, Chairman of TAR People’s Government Qi Zhala (Tib: Choedak/Chedak) and Chairman of 

TAR People’s Congress Lobsang Gyaltsen, among others.  TAR Party Secretary Wu Yingjie spoke on 

the importance of “holding high the great banner of Xi Jinping’s Socialism with Chinese Characteristics 

in the new era,” the implementation of the spirit of the 19th Party Congress, about the Central Forum on 

working in Tibet, and the importance of stabilizing Tibet’s border by constructing a well off township in 

Yumai township of Lhunzi County, of Lhoka (Ch: Shannan). The Yumai Township came to official 

notice when two sisters wrote to Xi Jinping during the 19th Party Congress reporting their experiences in 

safeguarding the country’s territory and pledging to make continuous efforts to protect national borders.  
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The meeting proceeded with presentation of awards to individual and collective cadres/teams working in 

villages across Tibet.   The Political Department of the Tibet Military Region, Lhasa Base of the Air 

Force, TAR Political and Legal Commission, Chief Office and inspections teams and Captains/Team 

Leaders of the Seventh Batch of village working teams totaling 900 persons were also conferred awards.   

Wu Yingjie congratulated the winners and emphasized that “villages should be given priority when it 

comes to reform and development as the first line of anti-separatism struggles springs from them.” He 

requested the village working cadres/teams to conscientiously integrate the villagers’ thoughts and 

actions and build long-term stability and peace.  

TAR Official’s field trip to Border area in Lhoka 

December 21, 2017  

On December 21, 2017, the official Tibet Daily publicised that Jiang Jie,member of the Standing 

Committee of District Party Committee and Standing Vice Chairman of the Tibet Autonomous Region 

(TAR), led a team to Yumai Township, Longzi County, Shannan City to conduct field research to "guide 

the construction of a well-off and well-to-do demonstration township at Yumei Township". He pointed 

out that construction of the well-to-do townships and towns along the border with Tamar and the Tibet 

area will affect the development and stability of the border areas and will affect the country's 

sovereignty and territorial integrity, border security and the consolidation of frontier defense. Referring 

specifically to CCP CC General Secretary Xi Jinping's letters to Zongzong and Zhuoga, sisters of Yumai 

Township, he encouraged everyone to build their hometown and keep the border guarded. He 

emphasised that at the 19th Party CongressmGeneral Secretary Xi Jinping had mentioned his important 

strategic thinking of "governing the country by treating the country side and stabilizing the border and 

reserving stability first" and "strengthening national unity and building a beautiful Tibet". He said the 

district party committee and government attach "great importance" to the work and that TAR Party 

Secretary Wu Yingjie and TAR Chairman Zha Zala had repeatedly given instructions and set up a 

special leading group for building a well-off demonstration rural well-being of Yukie Township. 

Demanding that Shannan City take overall consideration of the construction of the remaining well-to-do 

model villages and that Leading Groups should strengthen the planning and construction of well-off 

villages at the border of Yumai, do a good job in schools, hospitals, toilets and other livelihood project, 
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he said construction of border roads and industries should be accelerated  so that all ethnic groups in the 

border areas and regions will be lifted out of poverty as soon as possible. 

Tibet Airlines commences Chengdu - Changdu service  

December 18, 2017 

Tibet Airlines formally opened direct flights between Chengdu and Chamdo on December 17, increasing 

the number of flights between Chengdu and Chamdo to 3 flights a day, helping ease the traffic between 

the two places and providing travelers with a more convenient traffic environment. 

Previously, only Air China opened a non-stop flight between Chamdo and Chengdu twice a day. Tibet 

Airlines commenced direct flights to Chengdu on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays.  

Tibet Highland barley exports to America  

December 14, 2017 

Five tons of highland barley from Tibet was for the first time exported overseas to the US. Tsewang 

Nyima, a Tibetan who returned after living abroad, hopes to explore the American market with this crop. 

He began looking for ways to get organic certification for the crop three years ago. Tsewang Nyima 

said, “When we exported the highland barley, for the first time ever, we used a third-party agency 

recognized by the Certification and Accreditation Administration of China. We tested the highland 

barley's level of heavy metals, leftover pesticides, nutritional content and more, all 400 of which met 

China's national export standards for agricultural products.” Tsewang Nyima hopes that the processing 

of highland barley in Tibet will eventually be mechanized from planting, harvesting, to threshing, which 

will help expedite exports. He believes that the overseas market will recognize the pure and unpolluted 

highland barley of Tibet. 

Fund established to encourage entrepreneurship by college graduates in Tibet 

December 19, 2017 

It is reported that TAR has created a two billion yuan (0.3 billion US dollars) entrepreneurship fund to 

encourage college graduates to start their own business by providing them free office space and 

equipment, social security and start-up subsidy, as well as a tax exemption period. As of now, 5,012 
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college graduates, or almost one third of the total population of college graduates in Tibet in 2017, have 

chosen to be self-employed or start up a business. Tibet has also optimized the  structure at colleges 

and vocational institutes and introduced  some new majors that are in badly need in areas such as 

industry, farming and medicine to promote employment for college graduates. 

College enrollment rate for students from farming and herding families in 2017 reached 75.4% 

Lhasa starts helicopter service  

December 26, 2017  

TAR Government has approved a helicopter travel service in Lhasa under its Department General 

Aviation Co.Ltd.  Tseten Paldon, Deputy General Manager of the company, said that passengers could 

book tours at Tsechokling Airport or on Wechat. The company has two routes -- one over Lhasa and a 

chartered flight from Lhasa to Namtso Lake in Nagchu, the world's highest saltwater lake, about one 

hour of flight time from Lhasa. The tour over Lhasa costs 990 yuan (151 U.S. dollars) per person, and a 

booking requires a minimum of two people. The chartered flight to Namtso costs 35,000 yuan per hour, 

with three to four passengers. The company as warned that passengers are not allowed to take cell 

phones or cameras on board. 

Nagchu News (Ch: Nagqu) 

TAR Official visits Nagchu  

Nagqu News, December 29, 2017 

Ding Yinxian, member of the TAR Party Standing Committee and Vice-Chairman of the TAR People’s 

Government went on a surprise investigation tour of Nagchu (Ch: Nagqu) from December 26-27. Zhang 

Ruimin, Audit Commissioner, Vice Chairman of Nagchu Party Committee and Party Secretary of Sog 

county of Nagchu and other regional leaders accompanied him. The Vice Chairman and his entourage 

travelled to Driru and Sog counties along with some others and met grassroots cadres, workers, village-

based cadres and cadres in monasteries and nunneries and also met monks and nuns. While meeting 

monks, nuns and Temple Management Committee Officials, Ding Yinxian urged them to follow the 

example of the Chinese-appointed Panchen Lama and safeguard social stability. He asked them to firmly 

oppose separatism, safeguard national unity and instil patriotism among the masses in the region. The 

inspection team visited Monasteries in Driru County (Ch: Biru) Salween (Ch: Nujiang) River Bridge 
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Construction site, and Power Grid Transmission Construction sites on the second day of the inspection 

tour. 

NYINGTRI NEWS (Ch: NYINGCHI) 

Ma Shengchang chairs 51st meeting of Nyingchi City Standing Committee   

December 20, 2017 

The 51st Standing Committee meeting of the First Committee of the Nyingchi City CCP was held on 

December 18, 2017.  Party Secretary Ma Shengchang presided over the meeting, which discussed issues 

ranging from recent to future projects and development of Nyingchi City. The reports of the Municipal 

People's Congress, the CPPCC National Committee and the Municipal Commission for Discipline 

Inspection were also presented at the meeting. 

Zhao Shuming, Deputy Mayor of the Municipal Committee, Xie Ying Deputy Secretary of the 

Municipal Committee, Duo Buqing Secretary of the Commission for Discipline Inspection, Dawa 

Secretary of the United Front Work Department, Wang Chuning of the Public Security Bureau and 

Zhang Haibo Member of the Municipal Committee and Minister of the Propaganda Department attended 

the meeting. 

Ma Shenchang listened to the reports and asked for advice regarding the allocation of funds for the pre-

planned high altitude ecological relocation of Nyingchi   City. Ma Shengchang pointed out that the 

allocation of funds for the ecological relocation of Nyingchi City shows the Party’s commitment and 

determination for the development of the livelihood of the people and making Nyingchi City a modern 

socialist Tibet city. He urged departments of all levels of the city to do their utmost to accomplish this 

goal.  He stressed that they will ensure accountability in the areas of poverty alleviation and supervision 

and  promised to duly punish  all  people who violate the discipline and laws of the city. 

He also listened to the "Request for the Establishment of Nyingtri Investment Holding Group Co.Ltd. in 

Nyingchi city" and stressed that all relevant departments must pay great attention to fully understand the 

significance of  socio-economic development and asked all the groups to unite their thoughts and action 

for the development of the city and its people. He requested newly formed groups to undertake reforms 

in the city and urge civilians to participate in the reform. 
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Ma Shengchang listened to the work done by the discipline inspection committee and pointed out that 

the Party under the leadership of Comrade Xi Jinping will closely follow the goal of achieving long-term 

development and lasting peace in Nyingtri. He pointed out the importance of studying, propagating and 

implementing the spirit of 19th National CPC meeting.  

Ma Shengchang said that 2018 is the first year to fully implement the spirit of the 19th Party Congress 

and a crucial year for building an all round developed society. He asked all cadres to take a clear-cut 

stand on politics and effectively carry out the political responsibilities of strengthening and safeguarding 

the centralized and unified leadership of the CCP Central Committee and conscientiously perform its 

duties and work under Xi Jinping.  

He concluded his speech by asking officials and cadres to perform their duties effectively. All party 

committees and cadre members should make every effort to perform their duties in accordance with the 

party principles and the interest of the people. He asked them to keep an eye on the objectives and tasks 

set by the Municipal Party Committees and pay close attention to the three major issues of development, 

stability and ecology and lay a solid foundation for improving living standards and the quality of people 

of all ethnic groups in the city 

Municipal Committee leaders like Sanjay Jampa, Tashi, Tsering Yangzom, Wangdak Dorjee, Yang 

Choeyni, Xu Longhai, Tashi Dorjee, and Migmar Tenzin attended the meeting. 

Zhao Shuming discusses spirit of 19th Party Congress in Municipal Party School  

December 24, 2017 

On December 22, Zhao Zuming, Deputy Secretary of the Municipal Party Committee and Executive 

Vice Mayor of Nyingchi City attended a discussion pertaining to the spirit of the 19th Party Congress in 

the Nyingtri Municipal Party School. It was discussed to further study, publicize and implement the 

spirit of the 19th Party Congress in Nyingtri.  

Zhang Haibo, Propaganda Minister of the Municipal Committee presided over the session.In his speech 

Zhao Zuming  pointed out the essence of the spirit of the 19thCongress of the Party and  said it was a “ 

history defining moment” for all  party members as the party is entering  a new era of socialism with 

Chinese characteristics. 
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He added that from a review of political and economic development in all stages of “New Tibet”, it is 

clear that Nyingtri, as an important part of China's dream should be among the firsty in removing 

poverty in the county by 2020 and building a well-off society in an all-round way, speeding up long-

term development, peace and stability. Asserting it is of great important to start the Chinese dream in 

Nyingtri, he said the   Party is fully committed and supportive for the development of the city. 

Zhang Haibo pointed out that learning, propagating and implementing the 19th Party Congress is the 

most important political task for the present and for the days to come. He said that Deputy Secretary 

Zhao Shuming's report is rich in content and distinctive in theme with both theoretical depth and 

practical relevance. He urged cadres and members to conscientiously study and comprehend the spirit of 

this report. Finally, he asked all cadres and members to use this knowledge and propagate it to the 

grassroots level and wait for it to blossom in coming years.  

“Anti-Terrorism” exercise carried out in Nyingtri 

December 28, 2017 

On the occasion of the second anniversary of the enactment of the Anti-Terrorism Law of the People's 

Republic of China, Nyingtri City launched an “anti-terrorist law propaganda campaign” on December 27  

to create a strong momentum in the entire society to prevent crimes, violence, terrorism and to make 

anti-terrorism laws and regulations known to all the civilians. The object was  to enhance the people's 

sense of identity and participation in combating “violent terrorist crimes.” 

 The units focused on the theme of "Fighting the People's War on Anti-terrorism" and publicized 

methods to deal with terrorist attacks by means of on-site explanations and dissemination of basic 

common sense information on anti-terrorism. Counter-terrorism equipment and establishment of on-site 

consultation counters were displayed during the exercise. The campaign was to enhance vigilance 

against “terrorist activities” and further raise awareness of prevention and avoidance of risks and help 

each other and themselves with defense capabilities. 

Luo Zewei, Commander of the Anti-Terrorism Special Team of Tibet Public Security Nyingtri 

Detachment told reporters that the Nyingchi detachment of Tibet's Special Anti-terrorist works in 

accordance with the principle of "building the strongest most advanced and technologically advanced 
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search and detonation Team”. They focus on explosive searching and detonation and also train skilled 

professionals in this field to prevent problems relating to terrorism and swift action. 

Women’s delegation from Nepal's Pokhara visits Nyingtri 

December 29, 2017 

 A delegation of women from Pokhara, Nepal recently in December visited Nyingtri and held informal 

discussions with women representatives from the Municipal Overseas Chinese Affairs Office, 

Propaganda Department of Municipal Party Committee, Women's Federation of Yunnan Province, and 

Aginlin Farmers and Herdsmen Cooperatives. 

At the meeting, the relevant person in charge of the Overseas Chinese Affairs Office reviewed the 

exchanges between the two cities in establishing friendship and friendship over the past nine years. They 

said, “China and Nepal are close friends and neighbours who are dependent on each other's teeth and are 

the model for peaceful coexistence and mutually beneficial cooperation between countries.” They 

promised to maintain that deep friendship.  

The Pokhara Women's Delegation visiting Nyingtri had helped open a new chapter in women's 

exchanges between the two cities. Sanjana Parik, Head of the Pokhara delegation of women and 

Executive Director of the Nepal-China Friendship Association (Pokhara), said that during her visit that 

“she had witnessed a beautiful Nyingchi with a sound ecology, national unity, social harmony and 

economic development. She promised to tell the truth about the Tibet’s situation once she returned.” Ms. 

Su Nana emphasized that Nepal always adheres to the One-China policy and firmly opposes any forces 

that use Nepal territory to engage in any anti-China activities. The Nepal Friendship Association 

(Pokhara) will continue its efforts to strengthen the friendly relations with Nyingchi and promote the 

continuous development of bilateral tie. 

Representatives of both sides conducted in-depth and friendly exchanges on the protection of the rights 

and interests of women and children, education, ethnic handicrafts and so on. 

China’s “development” plan around Tibetan border villages. 

December 28, 2017 
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China had made huge investment in infrastructure in 4000 kilometers long borderline of TAR to “lift 

628 villages out of the poverty”. Villagers got access to daily electricity and water. New road were 

constructed in the way. There were tea farmers and herdsmen in a village some 200 kilometers 

southwest of Lhasa in Tsona county founded a cooperative that provides skills training and job 

opportunities for villagers as well. 

Starting last year, they have invested more than 100 million yuan ($15,263) for infrastructure in the 

village of less than 100 families as a part of a broader construction project to build model villages with 

moderate prosperity in the border areas. 

The construction of well-off villages along the border is designed to advance the living and working 

conditions in surrounding villages. After the 19th Party Congress, Tibet has accelerated efforts to 

improve the living standards of villagers near the border. All border villages will get access to rural 

roads and the average disposable income per capita of the villagers will double by 2020.  

China’s relocation plans of Tibetan villages  

December 21, 2017 

According to a report published by the Local Authority, the TAR has vowed to pull 140,000 people out 

of poverty in 2018. The region plans to remove 2,000 villages and 25 counties from the country's list of 

impoverished areas. 

From 2016 to 2020, Tibet is projected to invest over 200 billion yuan (30 billion U.S. dollars) to 

eradicate poverty, with 90 percent of the investment going to infrastructure and poverty-relief projects in 

the poorest areas. 

The region will accelerate the pace of relocation to help more residents live a better life. 

China aims to build a moderately prosperous society in all respects by 2020. 

SHIGATSE NEWS (Ch: XIGAZE) 

Zhang Yanqing inspects Gyantse  

December 12, 2017  
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 The Vice Chairman of TAR and Party Secretary of Shigatse, Zhang Yanqing visited Gyangze County 

on December 10, 2017, and inspected the site for saffron cultivation.  Saffron is grown in the Honghe 

river valley of Gyantse under the supervision of Shanghai Aid cadres in Tibet. In July this year, the base 

successfully introduced 460,000 saffron flowers and had a good harvest. It gave temporary employment 

to 104 local people and paid a total salary of 140,000 Yuan.  

Zhang Yanqing inspected the saffron-planting greenhouse and  ‘examined’ the spirit of the Shanghai 

Tibet cadres of Gyangtse County. He said that Saffron is a very expensive Herbal medicine with a high 

market value and huge potential for economic development as it is very easy to cultivate and takes less 

time to harvest.  He suggested that it is important for the Gyangtse government to facilitate the growth 

of saffron and urged it to expand the size and area for  planting saffron. 

Zhang Yanqing also said that theTAR Party Committee attaches great importance to the construction of 

modern agriculture sites and that TAR leaders such as Party Secretary Wu Yingjie have personally 

emphasized and instructed top-level projects based on modernization of agriculture. 

Zhang Yanqing stressed that one should be highly valued for doing a good job on the construction 

site. The construction of a modern agricultural demonstration zone is a major policy decision made by 

the regional party committees of TAR.  

Wu Yingjie attends poverty alleviation meeting 

December 15, 2017 

On December 13, TAR Party Secretary and leader of the leading group for poverty alleviation Wu 

Yingjie attended a meeting to discuss Poverty stricken areas. He emphasized the importance of efficient 

utilization of resources and asked cadres to ‘struggle’ to get rid of poverty. Lobsang Gyaltsen, Deputy 

Secretary of TAR Party Committee and Chairman of TAR People’s Congress, Choedak/Chedak la (Ch: 

Qi Zhala), Vice Chairman of TAR Party Committee and Chairman of TAR People’s Government, Ding 

Yexian Executive Vice Secretary of TAR Party Committee and leaders like Norbu Dhondup, Jiang  Jie,  

Ji Guogang and Zhang Yanqing attend the meeting.  The meeting discussed alleviation of poverty in 

Shigatse, Chamdo, Nagchu, Ngari, Nyingtri and Lokha. The TAR Party Secretary emphasized the 

importance of collecting proper data from poverty-stricken areas and develops steps to alleviate poverty 
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beginning with providing basic necessities like water, road and electricity. He  added that “it’s important 

to understand the relationship between relocation and poverty alleviation. There should be moderate 

relocation of the population and public wealth. The skilled people should go to the mainland for having 

a stable and rich life.” He concluded stating those involved in corruption and stealing from  public funds 

will be severely punished. 

TAR Propaganda head visits Dingri County  

December 28, 2017 

From December 25 to 26, Penpa Tashi, member of the TAR Party Committee and Minister of TAR’s 

Propaganda Department inspected Shigatse’s Dingri County. He inspected Monasteries and police 

stations and met cadres and masses to examine whether the ‘spirit’ of the 19th Party Congress is being 

implemented. Zhang Yangqing, Party Secretary of Shigatse and Xu Xianguo, Deputy Secretary of the 

Shigatse Municipal Party Committee accompanied him.  

Penpa Tashi asked them to study and implement the ‘spirit’ of the 19th Party Congress and ‘Xi Jinping’s 

thought of socialism with Chinese characteristics in the new era’. He emphasized the importance of 

unifying the peoples and cadres thoughts with Chinese socialism under the leadership of Xi Jinping.  

Shigatse City  promotes  "People's Republic of China Anti-Terrorism Law" 

December 28, 2017  

On the second anniversary of the "Anti-Terrorism Law of the People's Republic of China" on December 

27, the city’s anti-terrorism detachment and legal detachment of the Municipal Public Security Bureau 

organized anti-terrorism emergency response panels at Shanghai Plaza. The program included hanging 

banners etc to publicize the "Anti-Terrorism Law of the People's Republic of China" and a method for 

preventing and responding to terrorist attacks.  Municipal Counter-Terrorism Office staff members were 

reported saying the purpose of vigorously publicizing the "Anti-Terrorism Law of the People's Republic 

of China" is to help the broad masses of people to fully understand the real threats and serious harm of 

violent terrorist activities. They said it would help clarify the roles and responsibilities of citizens in 

counter-terrorism work and enhance the people’s ability to defend themselves at the time of danger. Zhu 
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Jiang, Party Secretary of the Municipal Public Security Bureau and Municipal Committee, Secretary of 

the Politics and Law Committee, inspected the site. .  

 300 brochures in Tibetan and Chinese, more than 2,000 leaflets and 9 banners  were distributed while  

36 ‘convenience police stations’ in  the urban area  had LED displays  scrolling content related to  the 

Anti-Terrorism Law.  

Shigatse convenes meeting of  ‘well-off border villages’ 

 December 27, 2017  

On December 24, Shigatse convened a meeting to promote the building of ‘well-off border villages’ in 

the border areas.  Municipal Committee, Mayor Liu Hushan presided and delivered a speech. Deputy 

Party Secretary and Executive Vice Mayor Feng Jikangand senior cadres including Xu Xianguo, Wang 

Xiangmin and Ji Guojie attended the meeting.  

Liu Hushan pointed out that border construction is an important strategic idea of the party committee. 

The TAR government would implement the spirit of the 19th Party Congress and General Secretary Xi 

Jinping's principle of "governing the country by treating the country side and stabilizing the border first".  

The major policy decision taken for achieving this goal was strengthening the military and keeping a 

vigil on the border to secure it from any form of threat.  Departments at various levels were instructed to 

further raise awareness and unify their thinking and control the situation and task of building a 

‘moderately prosperous rural frontier from a strategic perspective’. Liu Hushan called on all Party 

members to work hard to promote the construction of border villages. All levels of departments were 

asked to work according to a plan for constructing each village with its own characteristic and design. 

He added that it is important to develop industries in the border region to support the villages and 

expand trade at the borders.   

Deputy Mayor Gan Liquan, Li Xuanyin, Municipal Development and Reform Commission, the Housing 

and Construction Bureau, Transportation Bureau and other leading members of the responsible village 

construction units at Yadong,  Zhongba, Saga and nine other nine border areas  attended the meeting. 
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Activities of Tibetans inside and Abroad 
China cancels its under-20 team’s German tour over Tibet flag displays 

December 26, 2017 

A month after suspending the tour, China has decided to abandon a series of friendly matches for its 

under-20 national soccer team against fourth-tier clubs in Germany, as it assessed it would not be able to 

prevent Tibetan flags from being displayed by spectators during matches. 

Imprisoned Tibetan Film maker escaped Tibet to join his family in US 

Tibet Sun, December 28, 2017 

Filmmaker and former Tibetan political prisoner Dhondup Wangchen has escaped to freedom in the US 

and joined his wife and four children in San Francisco.  

Dhondup Wangchen was imprisoned in 2008 for six years on charges of subversion for smuggling tapes 

of the documentary, “Leaving Fear Behind” out of Tibet.  Senior Tibetan monk Jigme Gyatso was 

detained in Tong De, Qinghai Province, during the 2008 Tibetan unrest. 

 

----------------------------------------------------End of Report-------------------------------------------------- 


