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CHINESE PRESIDENT XIJINPING’S ‘IMPORTANT’ VISIT TO XINJIANG-UYGHUR AUTONOMOUS REGION

by JAYADEVA RANADE

Reinforcing the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) leadership’s concern about stability in China’s
border areas and its elevated efforts to assimilate the ethnic minorities in the majority Han
cultural mainstream, Chinese President Xi Jinping visited China’s two largest autonomous
regions with majority ethnic populations. Within a span of a month, Xi Jinping visited the Tibet
Autonomous Region (August 21-22) and the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region (September
23-25), which lie on China’s borders and together account for approx. 2.4 million sq. kms. or
over twenty five percent of the People’s Republic of China’s land area. During these visits, Xi
linping emphasised China’s “new development phase”, first articulated by him in August
2021. This places three priorities ahead of unfettered growth: (i) National Security, which
includes control of data and greater self-reliance in technology; (ii) Common prosperity, which
aims to curb inequalities that have soared in recent decades; and (iii) Stability, which means
tamping down discontent among China’s middle class.

2. China’s Workers Daily and the state-owned China Central Television (CCTV) on September
23 disclosed that Chinese President Xi Jinping arrived at the Urumgqi Tianshan International
Airport on September 23 afternoon by special plane at the head of a central delegation to
attend celebrations marking the 70th anniversary of the founding of the Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region. They pointed out that this is the first time in the history of the Party and
the country that Xi Jinping as Chinese President has led a central delegation to Xinjiang to
attend the celebrations. The Workers Daily (September 23) said "This fully demonstrates the
Party Central Committee's high regard for Xinjiang's work and its caring care for officials and
people of all ethnic groups in the region".

3. Xi Jlinping was accompanied by two Politburo Standing Committee members, namely Wang
Huning, a Party ideologue and Chairman of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative
Conference (CPPCC) which is responsible for ethnic minorities and religious activities, and Cai
Qi who heads the CCP Central Committee (CC) General Office or Xi Jinping’s personal office.
Also accompanying Xi Jinping on the same flight were: Li Ganjie, Politburo member and Head
of the United Front Work Department (UFWD) which directly supervises non-CCP entities,
religious affairs and China’s ethnic minorities; Shohrat Zakir, Vice Chairman of the National
People’s Congress (NPC), China’s version of a parliament; Chen Yiqin (f) State Councilor; Wang
Dongfeng, CPPCC Vice Chairman; General Liu Zhenli, member of the Central Military
Commission (CMC) and Chief of the CMC Joint Staff Department; He Lifeng, Politburo member
and Vice Premier; and Wang Xiaohong, State Councilor and Minister of Public Security.
Suggesting heightened security for the visit, Wang Xiaohong also accompanied Xi Jinping to
Tibet in August.



4. The other members of the central delegation, who arrived at the same time, included
representatives from the relevant departments of the central and state organs, relevant
military units, responsible persons from the four autonomous regions of Inner Mongolia,
Guangxi, Tibet and Ningxia, and relevant provinces and cities that provide counterpart
support to Xinjiang.

5. The Workers Daily reported that Xi Jinping and his entourage were received at the airport
by Chen Xiaojiang, Secretary of the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region Party Committee;
Erken Tuniyazi, Chairman of the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region People's Government;
Zumureti Wubuli, Chairman of the Standing Committee of the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region People's Congress; Nurlan Abdumanjin, Chairman of the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region Political Consultative Conference; and He Zhongyou, Political Commissar of the
Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps. Young Pioneers presented flowers as Xi Jinping
stepped down the gangway. Representatives of various ethnic groups, dressed in traditional
costumes, sang and danced and the main streets from the airport to his residence were lined
with flowers and colourful flags. People of all ethnic groups, holding red flags, cheered in
unison, expressing their welcome and gratitude. Xi Jinping waved and greeted the people
along the way.

6. CCTV (September 23) disclosed that on September 23 afternoon Xi Jinping, Wang Huning
and Cai Qi attended a reception to meet representatives of all ethnic groups and all walks of
life in Xinjiang. Representatives of responsible comrades and veteran comrades from the
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region and its relevant departments, prefectures and cities,
members of the leadership team of the Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps and
responsible comrades from relevant parties, representatives of cadres sent to Xinjiang,
representatives of political and legal police officers, patriotic personages from the religious
community and representatives of grassroots religious work cadres were also present.

7. An as yet unconfirmed report claimed that the gala celebrating the 70th anniversary of the
founding of the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region, which was originally scheduled to be
held at the Urumgi Olympic Sports Center, was relocated to the Xinjiang People's Hall
following receipt of a bomb threat.

8. According to CCTV, later the same afternoon, Xi Jinping met with leading cadres of the rank
of Colonel and above of the troops stationed in Urumgi, as well as some advanced grassroots
models and civilian personnel. On behalf of the Party Central Committee and the Central
Military Commission, he extended sincere greetings to all officers and soldiers stationed in
Xinjiang, and took a group photo with them. Wang Huning, Cai Qi, Li Ganjie, He Lifeng, Wang
Xiaohong, Shohrat Zakir, Chen Yigin, Wang Dongfeng and Liu Zhenli, veteran comrades who
have worked in Xinjiang, and responsible comrades from relevant departments of the central
and state organs were also present at the meeting.

9. Xi Jinping was accompanied by Wen Dong of the PLA Air Force Airborne Corps, who was
newly promoted to Lieutenant General and was photographed with Xi Jinping. It is likely that
Wen Dong has taken over as Commander of the Xinjiang Military Region. Xi Jinping has a
personal interest in the PLA Air Force Airborne Corps. The South China Morning Post



(September 25) reported that Lt. General Yang Cheng, Political Commissar of the Xinjiang
Military Region, and Lt. General Liu Lin, Commander of the Xinjiang Military Region, were both
absent. Born in 1964, Lt General Liu Lin was last seen at the Xinjiang Military District Party
Committee meeting on January 14, 2025. He led the PLA delegation for the 5 round of Sino-
Indian Commander talks in June 2020. Lt General Lu Lin has served virtually his entire career
in the Xinjiang Military Region. It is possible that he has been posted in the CMC.

10. On September 24 morning, according to People's Daily Xi Jinping visited an exhibition in
celebration of the 70th founding anniversary of the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region at a
cultural center in Urumg;i.

11. CCTV (September 24) disclosed that on September 24, Chinese President Xi Jinping heard
the Work Report of the government and Party of the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region
presented by Chen Xiaojiang, Secretary of the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region Party
Committee. Xi Jinping stressed that Xinjiang must fully and accurately implement the Party's
Xinjiang governance strategy in the new era. He stressed the need to adhere to the general
working principle of seeking progress while maintaining stability, coordinate development
and security, firmly grasp the overall goal of social stability and long-term peace and order,
closely focus on forging a strong sense of community for the Chinese nation and promoting
the construction of a Chinese nation community, anchor the "five strategic positionings" given
by the central government, unite our hearts and minds, and work tirelessly to build a united
and harmonious, prosperous and affluent, civilized and progressive, safe and secure socialist
modern Xinjiang with a good ecological environment. Xi Jinping pointed out that over the past
70 years since the founding of the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, under the strong
leadership of the Party Central Committee and with the strong support of the people across
the country, the autonomous region's Party committee and government have united and led
cadres and people of all ethnic groups in the region to firmly safeguard national unity, ethnic
solidarity, and social stability, and continuously promote economic and social development.
Xinjiang has undergone tremendous changes, and along with other parts of the country, has
achieved the goal of building a moderately prosperous society in all respects as scheduled
and embarked on a new journey of building a modern socialist country in all respects. On
behalf of the Party Central Committee, he extended warm congratulations and sincere
greetings to cadres and people of all ethnic groups in Xinjiang.

12. Xi Jinping also stressed the need to develop Xinjiang's natural resources and industrial
foundation and actively explore a path for high-quality development that suits its unique
characteristics. He called for developing distinctive and advantageous industries and
competitive industrial clusters. He stressed the need to strengthen the deep integration of
scientific and technological innovation and industrial innovation, and develop new-quality
productive forces tailored to local conditions. He said people's livelihoods must be ensured
and improved, the achievements of poverty alleviation must be expanded, and social
undertakings vigorously developed to enable people of all ethnic groups to broadly
participate in the development process and share in its fruits.

13. Xi Jinping placed a lot of emphasis on security and stability. He pointed out that every
effort must be made to maintain overall social stability in Xinjiang. He said we must persist in
focusing on grassroots work, strengthening the foundation, and consolidating fundamentals



to build a solid people's defence line against terrorism and maintain stability. We must forge
a strong sense of community for the Chinese nation and advance the building of a Chinese
national community. We must promote the Sinicization of religions, strengthen cultural
enrichment in Xinjiang, focus on educating people through culture, and guide cadres and
people of all ethnic groups to establish a correct view of the country, history, nation, culture,
and religion. Xi Jinping emphasized that strengthening Party leadership and Party building is
the fundamental guarantee for advancing Xinjiang's modernization drive, and said we must
consolidate the achievements of the study and education campaigns to thoroughly
implement the Central Committee's eight regulations. Xilinping pointed out that the Xinjiang
Production and Construction Corps (XPCC) is an important strategic force in achieving the
Party Central Committee's overall goals for Xinjiang work.

14. Erken Tuniyazi, Chairman of the Autonomous Region People's Government; Zumureti
Wubuli, Chairman of the Standing Committee of the Autonomous Region People's Congress;
Nurlan Abdumanjin, Chairman of the Autonomous Region Political Consultative Conference;
and He Zhongyou, Political Commissar of the Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps
attended the briefing. Also present were: Wang Huning, Cai Qi, Li Ganjie, He Lifeng, Wang
Xiaohong, Shohrat Zakir, Chen Yiqgin, Wang Dongfeng and Liu Zhenli, responsible persons from
relevant departments of the central and state organs, all members of the central delegation,
and responsible persons from the party, government and military of the Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region.

15. On September 24 evening, Xi Jinping watched the gala "Beautiful Xinjiang" in the Grand
Theater of the Urumgi Cultural Center. Wang Huning, Cai Qi, Li Ganjie, He Lifeng, Wang
Xiaohong, Shohrat Zakir, Chen Yigin, Wang Dongfeng and Liu Zhenli, veteran comrades who
have worked in Xinjiang, as well as responsible comrades from relevant departments of the
central and state organs and all members of the central delegation watched the performance
together.

16. The celebration of the 70th anniversary of the founding of the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region was held in Urumgi on the morning of September 25. According to People's Daily
(September 25) Xi Jinping attended the meeting. CPPCC Chairman and head of the central
delegation Wang Huning attended the event and delivered a speech. PBSC member and
Director of the CCP CC General Office Cai Qi was also present. CCTV (September 25) reported
that Chen Xiaojiang, Secretary of the Party Committee of the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region, He Zhongyou, Political Commissar of the Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps,
Aimilagul Abdu, a representative of the Uygur people, and Gu Xiangfeng, a representative of
the Han people, spoke at the meeting. Also attending the meeting were: He Lifeng, Wang
Xiaohong, Shohrat Zakir, Chen Yigin, Wang Dongfeng and Liu Zhenli, veteran comrades who
have worked in Xinjiang, as well as responsible comrades from relevant departments of the
central and state organs, all members of the central delegation, and responsible comrades of
the party, government and military of the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region attended the
conference. The Global Times (September 26) published an article captioned 'What does
Xinjiang’s unstoppable development signify?'.

17. Workers Daily (September 25) disclosed that Chinese President Xi Jinping returned to
Beijing by special plane at noon on September 25. Cai Qj, He Lifeng, Wang Xiaohong and



responsible persons from relevant departments of the central and state organs returned on
the same flight.

18. Following the procedure adopted during the visit to Tibet, a central delegation led by PBSC
member and CPPCC Chairman Wang Huning visited officials and residents of all ethnic groups
and sectors across Xinjiang from September 25 to 28.

19. Xi Jinping’s visit to Xinjiang is important and needs to be viewed with his visit to Tibet in
August. Security, Stability and ‘Sinicisation’ were particularly stressed by Xi Jinping and Wang
Huning. It can be expected that there will be renewed emphasis on work relating to
assimilation of Xinjiang’s ethnic minorities — especially the Uyghurs. The CCP has already
prepared a new history of Xinjiang, Tibet and Mongolia! In fact, on September 20, the State
Council Information Office published “New Guidelines for Governing Xinjiang in the New Era:
Practice and Achievements”. This claimed that “Xinjiang is China's sacred territory. In 60 BCE,
the Han Dynasty (206 BCE-220 CE) established the Western Regions Frontier Command,
pioneering the effective jurisdiction and administration over the Xinjiang region by central
authorities” and that it had continuously remained an inalienable part of China through the
various dynasties.

20. The visit will give a pronounced thrust to Beijing’s policy of westward development, which
is intended to facilitate transportation of goods, cargo and people to the Central Asian
Republics (CAR). The inclusion of Politburo member and Vice Premier He Lifeng is
undoubtedly intended to accelerate and facilitate the exploitation of natural resources,
minerals and rare earths. General Liu Zhenli’s presence underscores the focus on border
security. He would have reviewed the numerous military projects, like airports etc, underway
in the Xinjiang Military Region. The Xinjiang Military Region is an important and integral part
of the Western Theatre Command (WTC). Here too Xi Jinping addressed PLA officers of the
rank of Colonel and above. His address will have focussed on issues concerning border
preparedness and security.

(The author is President of the Centre for China Analysis and Strategy.)



